THURSDAY, November 26, 2009

LA RAZON

TRUST IN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE

LOCAL NEWS

MSX’s economic apportionment at SLP is $660 million per year

e The company’s general manager, Juan Guerrero says that the halt in operations came at a

bad time, since the state has been strongly hit by the crisis

Minera San
Xavier’s economic
apportionment consists of
salary, wage and supplier
payments, taxes and
donations from its social
responsibility program that
surpasses  $660 million
pesos per year in SLP, the
company reported.

“The economic
apportionment includes
600 direct employees and
1,200 indirect ones who
work for more than 100
supplier companies based
in SLP. We also donate to
more than 20 non-profit
organizations devoted to
social work. This money
flow is particularly vital to
Cerro de San Pedro and
neighboring municipalities,
since 60% of the workers
are from the area,” said
Juan Guerrero, General
Manager of Minera San
Xavier.

Juan Guerrero
added that the halt in
operations came at a bad
time, since the SLP state
has been strongly hit by the
international  crisis and
since there are currently
51,000 SLP residents
unemployed. He asserted
that it is important for SLP
to keep its current jobs.

“According to the

INEGI (National Institute
of Statistics and
Geography), the SLP
unemployment rate for the
third  quarter  reached
5.12%, the highest one in
history. We cannot
improve these figures if we
lose more jobs,” added
Juan Guerrero.

Regarding the halt
in operations, Juan
Guerrero added that it is
partial and seasonal, and
that they are currently
maintaining the payments
to the workers and
providing more training to
the personnel.

“MSX has been
operating for four years
without causing damage to
the environment. In fact,
our ecological practices
have been internationally
recognized and they are
audited regularly by an
independent  association.
We  trust that  our
authorities  will let us
reinitiate  our  normal
operations,” concluded
Juan Guerrero.

About Minera San
Xavier

Minera San Xavier,
having identical operations
to other 28 mines operating

normally in the country, is
a  Mexican  company
committed to operating
under the concept of
Intelligent Mining. It is a
socially responsible
developer that respects the
environment and historic
heritage, apart  from
fostering the economic
development of  the
community, state and
country.

Minera San Xavier
has created more than 600
direct  jobs in its
operational area and more
than 1,200 indirect ones.

Legislators  already
thinking about MSX
workers

GABRIEL RAMOS

With regards to the issue of
likely unemployment at
Minera  San Xavier,
legislator Arnulfo
Hernandez confirmed “it’s
a situation that would get
complicated and turn into a
social matter due to the
loss of employment, but
you also have to bear in
mind the ecological
situation that the mining
company was causing.”



“Today  morning
we had a meeting with the
Secretary  General  of
Government  where an
alternative was sought in
case the mining company
closes down permanently,
so that they  (the
employees) could have an
employment  option in
another industry.”

He mentioned that

although the tourist
industry could be exploited
in that area, the bottom line
Is that the best option
would need to be
considered for the workers
there, so that the
unemployment lines do not
become longer.
Additionally, “the pollutant
issue in ecology, would
become a socio-economic

problem that could leave
200 families defenseless.”
Delving deeper into
the tourism alternative, he
said: “One of them
mentioned that (a good
option would be) keeping
200 or 300 workers busy
turning Cerro San Pedro
into a touristic
development.
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La derrama econdmica de
Minera San Xavier integrada par
el pago de sueldos y salarios,
pagos a provesdores, pago
de impuestos y donaciones
de su programa de respon-
sabilidad social asciende a
$660 millones de pesos al ano
en SLF informd la empresa.

“La derrama econdmica
aicanza a 800 empleados di-
rectos y 1,200 indirectos que
trabajan para mas de 100 emn-
presas potosinas proveedoras.
También damos donativos a

mas de 20 organizaciones no

lucrativas dedicadas a labores
sociales. Este flujo de dinerc
es particularmente importante
para Cerro de San Pedro y
los municipios colindantes ya
que 80% de los trabajadores
son originarios de la zona”,
dijo Juan Guerrero, Gerents
General de Minera San Xavier.

Juan Guerrero agregd que

la suspension de operaciones

llegd en un mal momento,
porque el estado de SLP ha
sido fuertemente golpeado
por la crisis internacional y que
actualmente 51,000 potosinos

no tienen empleo. Agregd que

es importante que SLP con-
serve sus empieos actuales.

“De acuerdo al INEGI, el indi-
cede desemplec de SLP parael

tercer trimestre alcanzo la cifra

de 5.12%, la mas alta de la his-
toria. No podemos mejorar es-
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estado ha sido fuertemente golpeado por 1a crisis

tas cifras si perdemos mas em-
pleos”, agregd Juan Guerrero.

En aﬁgo: asuspension de
operaciones, Juan Guerrero
agregé que la suspension es
parcial y temporal y que ac-
tualmente estan manteniendo
los pagos a los trabajado-
res y proporcionando ma-
yor capacitacion al personal.

“MSX ha estado operan-
do desde hace cuatro anos,

sin generar ningtin dano al

medio ambiente. De hecho
nuestras practicas ecolégi-
cas han recibido reconoci-
miento internacional y son
auditadas de manera regular
por una asociacion indepen-
diente. Confiamos en gue las
autoridades nos permitiran
reiniciar operaciones norma-
ies”, concluyé Juan Guerrero.

Acerca de Minera San
Xavier

Minera San Xavier, con pro-
Ces0s idénticos’a otras 28

minas que operan sin proble-
ma en el pais, es una empre-
sa mexicana comprometida
a operar bajo el concepto

. de Mineria Inteligente, como

ammm:o_ﬁao:m socialmente
responsable, respetando el

- medio ambiente y el patrimonio

histérico, ademas de fomentar

-el desarrollo econdmico de la

comunidad, el estado y el pais.

Minera San Xavier genera al
dia de hoy més de 600 empleos
directos en su zona de opera-
ciény mas de 1,200 indirectos.

Legisladores ya piensan en
los trabajadores de la MSX
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del probable desempleo en

Minera San Xavier, el legislador
Armulfo Hemandez confirmo “es
una situacion que se complica-
ria y se tornaria en un tema so-
cial la pérdida de ios emplegs,
pero también hay que tomar en

consideracién y en cuenta la -

situacion ecologica que estaba

causando la minera”.

“Enla manana tuvimos una

_reunidn con el Secratario Ge-

neral de Gobierno donde se
busca la alternativa para que
quienes en caso del cierre
ya de la Minera de manera
definitiva, puedan tener ya la
alternativa de empleo en m.mc:
ofro rubrg®,
mﬁcmon:mmgncm semen-
cionaba a lo mejor el ramo
turistico que pudiera explotarse

8N esazona, pero finalmente se

tendra que poner a considera-

- cibn, cual es fa mejor opeidn

de los trabajadores que estan
ahi para que no vayan a pa-

~ sar a engrosar las filas de los

desempleados y que con eso
“Se convertiria de un problerma
ecoldgico contaminante, a un

_ problema de tipo econémico-

social al quedar desamparadas
200 familias”,

A fondo sobre la alternative
delturismo, dijo: “Se mencioric
por alguno de slios, el ocupa
algunocs de los 200 & 300 tra
bajadores en convertir el Caric

. de San Pedro en un desanoiic

turistico.



