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MSX closed without proof of any environmental violation: 

Miguel Vera Ocampo 
 

It is false that aquifers in the zone were being overexploited 
 

Nicolás Lucas/Finsat 

 

MEXICO CITY—The 

operations of Minera San 

Xavier (MSX) in Cerro de 

San Pedro were suspended 

by Profepa after the Upper 

Chamber of the Federal 

Court of Fiscal and 

Administrative Justice 

(TFJFA) revoked the 

company’s environmental 

impact statement granted 

to them by Semarnat in 

April, 2006. 

     Nevertheless, the 

TFJFA has not revealed 

the reasons behind the 

withdrawal of the mining 

permit, grounds for 

believing that MSX 

operated under the “most 

rigid and strictest” 

international standards and 

would not have incurred in 

any environmental 

violation, according to the 

president of the 

Association of Engineers, 

Mines, Metallurgists and 

Geologists of Mexico 

(CIMMGM), Miguel Vera 

Ocampo.  

     And until there is some 

explanation as to the 

motives which led the 

Court to revoke the MSX 

permit, or an investigation 

endorsed by a serious and 

competent international 

organization demonstrating 

the mine’s environmental 

violation, opinions on this 

last point against the 

company are “pure 

conjecture,” argued Vera 

Ocampo, also Professor at 

the School of Engineering 

of the UNAM.  

     In an interview with EL 

FINANCIERO Bajío, the 

CIMMGM president 

pointed out that “the Court 

has still not stated the 

causes behind the 

revocation and therefore it 

is not known whether it 

was for an environmental 

impact: all we know is that 

the company’s permit was 

withdrawn and that 

Semarnat and Profepa had 

to abide by the decision.” 

     From his point of view, 

the company did not 

commit any of the obvious 

environmental offenses, or 

overexploited the zone’s 

aquifers.  

     He explained that MSX, 

being a subsidiary of a 

transnational company, 

worked under world 

standards: otherwise its 

owner—New Gold Inc.—

would face international 

sanctions and penalties 

when setting up shop in 

another country. 

     “Obviously there’s a 

visual impact, but there is 

no such contamination. 

This is the way in which 

you work in many parts of 

the world and this 

company—New Gold—

follows international 

standards as it isn’t present 

just in Mexico.” 

     “Besides, it is fulfilling 

international requirements 

for open face extraction so 

what is being said about 

MSX is not entirely 

accurate.” 

     Vera Ocampo 

maintained that when the 

mine finishes the ore field 

exploitation it should, in 

compliance with the 

Reglamentary Law of 

Article 27 of the 

Constitution on mining 

affairs, in principle, 

compensate for any 

impact, such as by 

replenishing the endemic 

flora and fauna of Cerro de 

San Pedro. It is hard to get 

around the law, 

“everything is strictly 

regulated.” 

     In response to criticism 

of the leaching process, 

which uses cyanide to 

separate gold and silver 

from other minerals in 

which they are encrusted, 

he indicated that it is 



“entirely normal and 

common practice all over 

the world because the 

process is so economical.” 

     He commented that 

although there are 

investigations in Mexico 

into other mineral 

extraction methods, these 

are still costly and their 

effectiveness minimal 

compared to leaching. 

     “Up to now there is no 

other process: this is the 

most common and actually 

nobody uses any other 

method because there is 

nothing better in the world 

for cost-efficiency,” he 

added. 

     As far as statements on 

the irrational exploitation 

of the water of Cerro de 

San Pedro, the specialist 

specified that the cost is 

not the “32 million liters of 

water a day” in the 

extraction process 

mentioned by 

environmentalists. 

     And even if it were, this 

water is continuously 

treated and reused just as it 

is in other mines, even 

some with lower 

technology for mineral 

extraction.  

     “The water is recycled 

because, in fact, there isn’t 

much water in the zone, so 

it isn’t very accurate to say 

that they are using a lot: 

the same water is recycled 

and reintroduced into the 

process. It is not correct to 

say that they are exploiting 

the aquifers,” he argued. 

     The interviewee asked 

those involved to handle 

the matter from a technical 

point of view, since those 

directly affected are the 

qualified engineers and 

mine workers. 

     He also considered that, 

more than an 

environmental impact 

problem, this is 

“something else,” but he 

doesn’t want to take sides 

regarding this issue, saying 

he neither knows nor has 

anything to do with MSX 

people or its detractors.  

 
No serious research 
     “This is an old problem 

in which many things are 

involved and my opinion 

comes from a technical 

viewpoint. I have no 

contact with the mine or 

know any of those people. 

My point of view is 

completely unconnected to 

the company, but in my 

capacity as president of the 

CIMMGM we can find 

them to give us the facts 

first hand about what they 

do.” 

      “So, until a serious 

study tells us they are 

contaminating, I do not 

agree with the other 

versions, which are just 

speculative and kind of 

unfair to the workers, 

especially now when 

Mexico is so badly in need 

of jobs.” 

      “Therefore, when there 

are no technical opinions, 

it is most likely that other 

versions are pure 

conjecture without any 

proof because there are 

people who only concern 

themselves with unsettling 

and stirring up public 

opinion with no technical 

grounds whatsoever.” 

     “What I can say is that, 

until the suspension of its 

permit is explained, the 

mine is meeting all the 

standards, so the problem 

is not technical, it is 

another kind which I do 

not want to get into.” 

     But if the mine does not 

fulfill its obligations in 

Mexico “there is no going 

back because there are 

sanctions and penalties so 

that it meets the existing 

regulation: it is not so easy 

to evade its obligations.” 

     “This situation should 

be managed from a 

technical point of view and 

if they are really doing 

things badly, let that be 

clarified to those 

concerned and the 

corresponding sanction 

applied: we cannot live off 

assumptions alone.” 

 

 

Picture caption: “Being the subsidiary of a transnational company, MSX works under world 

standards.” (Photo: Rauxa) 

                                                                                    

 




